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Trees & their hidden secrets
A new study suggests massive refores-
tation efforts could cushion the worst 
effects of climate breakdown. Research-
ers estimate that the carbon sink potential 
of new forests might be up to 205 billion 
metric tons.

Regenerative farm practices 
— the future of what we eat
Farmers have poured their labor into the 
soil. Now the soil is dying. Sustainable agri-
culture just might save it: farmers are put-
ting local composting, rooftop farms, and 
hydroponics to the test.

Legal hemp in the USA!
It’s a rare bit of good news in the climate 
emergency: With its heavy drawdown of 
carbon and countless uses, hemp is emerg-
ing as a cornerstone of the new movement 
for regenerative farming. 

nAtionAl

Alaska heat wave
Anchorage recently broke its all-time tem-
perature record with 89-degree heat. All 
Fourth of July fireworks were canceled 
due to the risk of wildfires. Melting Arctic 
permafrost compounded those immedi-
ate dangers by releasing methane into the 
atmosphere, further aggravating climate 
breakdown.

High-speed railroad kicks-off
Virgin trains has initiated construction 
of a 170-mile high-speed rail project from 
Orlando to West Palm Beach. The rail link 
will contribute to massive emission reduc-
tions by taking an estimated three million 
cars off Florida’s motorways.

INTeRNATIONAl

City of 9 million without water
Water reservoirs ran dry in the indian city 
of Chennai, leaving millions dependent on 

water delivery trucks. Climate change has 
severely interrupted monsoon patterns too 
quickly for Chennai to adapt its utilities.

Global South hit hardest
Cyclones, hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 
droughts — all of them happening in quick 
succession, and neither their effects nor 
their recovery patterns are equal around 
the globe. Former and current colonies like 
Puerto Rico, India, and Mozambique are 
recovering from severe climate disasters 
right now, and they are just a few of the 
societies on the front lines of the climate 
crisis in the Global South. 

BuSineSS

Capital, investments, ecology
the climate crisis has led many to envi-
sion a new kind of economy that is focused 
on ecological wellbeing. Such a drawdown 
economy would be focused on pulling 
carbon out of the atmosphere, not just on 
short-term profits. 

Keeping up with solar tariffs
Despite Donald Trump’s new tariffs, renew-
able energy is now officially cheaper than 
coal and other fossil fuels.

legAl

Juliana v. United States — Will 
the courts let youth speak?
Juliana v. U.S. is a landmark trial in which 
21 youth plaintiffs have taken the U.S. gov-
ernment to court to defend their right to 
life, liberty and property from government 
endangerment. What caused this govern-
ment endangerment? Policies that exacer-
bated climate change. 

heAlTh / NY ReGION

Reclaiming farms & land 
Soul Fire Farm is a BiPoc-centered com-
munity farm committed to ending racism 
and injustice in the food system. Their 
comprehensive work is focused on end-
ing inequality in the food system, undoing 

the damage of industrial agriculture to the 
environment, and healing the trauma that 
people of color experience due to forced 
migration and land-based oppression.

Co-ops: The importance of 
sharing & communalism
Food Cooperatives have an underutilized 
potential. As the climate crisis destroys 
farmland across the Midwestern U.S., pri-
vately owned monoculture farms are on 
the way out. Through food cooperatives, 
communities can own the place their food 
comes from and create new systems for 
feeding a growing population. 

Changing the relationship to 
our plates in the land of plenty
Between 30% and 40% of all food in the U.S. 
is wasted. here, in this one problem, lie solu-
tions that can fix a few more. Poverty, soil 
depletion, and the scarcity of public food 
resources can all decline if we use our food 
waste wisely through mass composting.

“Some of the news
We Most Need  

to Know”
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extinction Rebellion (XR) is a people’s 
movement which uses nonviolent 
resistance to protest against climate 
breakdown, biodiversity loss, and the 
risk of human extinction and ecological 
collapse. Visit xrebellion.nyc.
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NYC deClares Climate emergeNCY
By Jack Baldwin

the American climate movement 
claimed a major victory on Wednes-
day, June 26, when the New York 
city council voted unanimously to 
declare a climate emergency in the 
city. The historic decision, making 
New York the world’s largest city 
to declare a climate emergency, 
occurred because of strong pres-
sure from the climate movement.

extinction Rebellion NYC (XR 
NYC), together with many other 
local environmental organizations 
— including 350 Brooklyn, Sunrise 
NYC, Rise and Resist and Fridays 
for Future — all urged council 
members to pass resolution 0864-
2019 to commit New York to an 
emergency mobilization to deal 
with the climate crisis. The resolu-
tion also cites the ecological emer-
gency, stating that “it is projected 
that half-to-one million species are 
threatened with extinction, many 
within the next few decades.” (Go 
to https://legistar.council.nyc.
gov/legislation.aspx and enter 
the above resolution number in 

the search engine.) The measure 
was officially proposed by council 
members Ben Kallos and Costa 
Constantinides and co-sponsored 
by ten other members. On Monday, 
June 24th, representatives of these 
climate justice organizations held 
a spirited rally outside City hall on 
behalf of the measure, and later 
testified in favor of its passage at a 
hearing inside the building.

The resolution makes reference 
to the grim conclusions of several 
recent scientific studies, including 
the un’s international Panel on cli-
mate Change (IPCC) special report 
of October 2018 and the U.S. Gov-
ernment’s Fourth national climate 
Assessment (NCA4) of November 
2018, both of which called for imme-
diate and drastic action by govern-
ments to deal with the effects of 
climate disruption caused by excess 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
the resolution also called for a “just 
transition,” in which “frontline com-
munities… participate actively in the 
planning and implementation of 

this mobilization effort at all levels 
of government and that they benefit 
first from the transition to a renew-
able energy economy.” 

the resolution is generally in 
accord with three of XR NYC’s 
four demands, which, in brief, are: 
1. Tell the Truth — We demand 
that the government tell the truth 
about the climate and wider eco-
logical emergency and work along-
side the media to communicate the 
urgency of change.
2. Act Now — We demand that 
the government act now to halt 
biodiversity loss, enact legally 
binding policies to reduce green-
house gas emissions to net zero by 
2025 and take further action to 
remove the excess of atmospheric 
greenhouse gases.
3. Citizen’s Assemblies — We 
demand a Citizens’ Assembly to 
lead the government on decisions 
regarding climate and ecological 
justice.
4. Climate Justice — We demand 
a just transition that prioritizes 

indigenous sovereignty and the 
most vulnerable people, estab-
lishes legal rights for ecosystems 
and repairs the effects of the 
ongoing ecocide.

The third demand, which is not 
addressed in 0864-2019, is par-
ticularly important, as XR NYC 
doesn’t trust governments to make 
just decisions. The climate emer-
gency declaration has no meaning 
unless it is enforced. That is why, 
in the absence of a citizen’s assem-
bly, XR NYC and its allies must 
continue to put pressure on the 
city council to make sure the gov-
ernment will actually mobilize to 
achieve net zero greenhouse gases 
by the appropriate deadline. (Sig-
nificantly, the resolution doesn’t 
include a deadline.)

So for climate justice advocates, 
this victory is really only the end 
of the first battle, not the end of 
the fight.  

Jack Baldwin is a climate activist 
and a member of Extinction Rebellion 
NYC (XR NYC).

Racing Against Time
By Aaron Pedrosa

Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte recently announced his 
decision to withdraw the county 
from yearly united nations climate 
talks. he blasted the negotiations 
as all talk with no results. While 
Duterte’s frustration may mirror 
the sentiments of many in climate 
change-vulnerable countries, his 
government, like most, has done 
little to transition to a low-carbon 
economy and address the preexist-
ing conditions that exacerbate the 
impacts of climate change.

For a country battered by an 
average of 21 typhoons per year 
that has also been ground zero for 
multiple recent super typhoons, 
there is little room for debate. 
With large concentrations of its 
populace along the coastline, the 
Philippines is at the forefront of 
rising sea levels that threaten to 
sink low-lying islands and cities 
even within metropolitan Manila. 
Seventy percent of the country’s 
1,500 municipalities are located 
along the coast. Ocean levels in 
the Philippines are rising five times 
faster than global averages.

Prolonged severe droughts have 
plunged more than half of the 
country’s provinces into food and 
water stress. Ironically, as the mon-
soon changes, excessive rainfalls 
have simultaneously submerged 
farmland and communities. The 
realities in the last 10 years have 
changed on the ground so much 
that many fear what is yet to come. 
A drop in fish catch rates has been 
felt by fisherfolks as a result of the 
rapid deterioration of coral reefs. 
The supply of rice, a staple for Fili-
pinos, has also been on a steady 
decline, prompting the Duterte 
government to increase tariffs 
drastically and limit imports from 
neighboring countries. This will 
further decimate the rice sector. 

As the climate crisis worsens, the 
country’s public coffers are expect-
ed to take more blows, impacting 
the delivery of crucial social servic-
es like health, education and hous-
ing. For Typhoon haiyan alone, the 
cost of rehabilitation was pegged 
at 360 billion Philippine pesos 
($7 billion), around 10 percent of 
the national budget at that time. 
haiyan ravaged the central Philip-
pines in 2013. To date, the comple-
tion rate for the 205,128 housing 
units needed to replace the homes 
destroyed along the Haiyan corri-
dor still hovers below 60 percent.

Meanwhile, countries in the 
Global North, led by the U.S., are 
blocking efforts to realize the aspi-
rational target of limiting the global 
temperature increase to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. This has disastrous conse-
quences for countries on the front 
lines of global warming. Continued 
reliance on fossil fuels to power rich 
countries’ economies means tread-
ing on a business-as-usual path at a 
time when the world is in real peril. 
the nationally determined contri-
butions (NDCs) put forward by 
world governments taken together 
would spike global temperatures 
by a conservative estimate of three 
degrees Celsius. This is worri-
some for countries like the Philip-
pines that are bearing the brunt 
of extreme weather events and 
the slow-onset impacts of climate 
change. When haiyan struck, the 
temperature increase for the Phil-
ippines was at 0.8 degrees Celsius. 
not even the measly green climate 
Fund (GCF) suffices to finance the 
requirements for adaptation.

the climate crisis is this genera-
tion’s great war, one that will spell 
the death or survival of all peoples. 
We are racing against time. Sadly, 
our own governments, especially the 
governments of the world’s wealthy 
countries, are not racing with us.

Aaron Pedrosa is the Secretary- 
General of Sanlakas, a national, multi-
sectoral grassroots coalition organizing 
peoples’ struggles for their democratic 
interests. He is concurrently the Co-
Chair of the Energy Working Group of 
the Philippine Movement for Climate 
Justice (PMCJ). Pedrosa is a pub-
lic interest lawyer pursuing work on 
human rights, energy, climate, environ-
ment, labor and urban poor struggles.

Watching the Amazon
By Zoe Cina-Sklar

The Amazon rainforest is vast: it 
contains one-fifth of the world’s 
flowing fresh water, houses 10% of 
all plant and animal species, pro-
duces one-fifth of our oxygen, and 
regulates global weather. It is also 
home to enormous cultural diversi-
ty: nearly 400 distinct indigenous 
peoples live in this rainforest. 
Tragically, it is facing dire threat 
from agribusiness, mining, hydro-
electric dams, oil and gas develop-
ment, and government regimes 
that enable, and often actively 
support, rainforest destruction 
and indigenous rights violations. 
If the status quo continues, the 
world’s largest rainforest could 
become savanna in our lifetimes.

At Amazon Watch we organize 
alongside indigenous peoples to 
stop rainforest destruction, support 
indigenous solutions, and advance 
climate justice. Indigenous peoples 
are the best stewards of their ter-
ritories  — they have protected their 
lands from colonization and extrac-
tive development for millennia and 
depend on a healthy environment 
for their livelihoods and survival. 
they are at the frontlines of the 
climate crisis and are rising up to 
protect their communities and our 
collective future. 

We collaborate with indigenous 
leaders like Sonia Guajajara, the 
national coordinator of Brazil’s 
Association of indigenous Peo-
ples, who face constant threats 
from agribusiness companies in 
the wake of Jair Bolsonaro’s elec-
tion but continue to speak out for 
indigenous rights and corporate 
accountability. We support the local 
organizing efforts of the Achuar 
people in Peru, who have already 
successfully kicked out multiple oil 
companies over the past decade, to 
keep oil company GeoPark out of 
their territories. And we amplify 
the vision of the Kichwa People of 
Sarayaku in ecuador for Kawsak 
Sacha, a living Forest free of all 
extractive development. 

elsewhere in the ecuadorian 
Amazon, over 1,500 indigenous 
leaders occupied dozens of oil 
platforms to reject a plan to further 
expand oil and gas development. 
The action did not make a splash 
in international news but had its 
intended result: the ecuadorian 
government was forced to agree to 
all of the communities’ demands. 
this sort of collective grassroots 
organizing is exactly what we need 
to protect communities, forests, 
and the climate. 

Zoe Cina-Sklar is the climate justice 
campaigner at Amazon Watch. 
Learn more about Amazon Watch at 
amazonwatch.org or on social media 
@AmazonWatch. 

Greta Thunberg Indicts the News Media
Excerpt from Greta’s speech at the Austrian World Summit on 5/28/2019.

“We need to change the way we 
speak about the climate crisis, 
and we need to call it what it is: an 
emergency. 

Most of us don’t know almost 
any of the basic facts—because 
how could we? We have not been 
told. Or more importantly, we have 
never been told by the right people.

During the last months, millions 
of children have been school-strik-
ing for the climate, gaining lots of 
attention for the climate crisis. But 
we children are not leaders. Nor 
are the scientists, unfortunately. 
But many of you here today are: 
presidents, celebrities, politicians, 
CeOs and journalists. 

People listen to you. They are 
influenced by you, and therefore 
you have an enormous responsi-
bility. And let’s be honest, this is 
a responsibility that most of you 
have failed to take. 

You cannot rely on people read-
ing between the lines, or search-
ing the information themselves. 
to read through the latest iPcc 
report, track the Keeling Curve, 
or keep tabs on the world’s rapidly 
disappearing carbon budget. You 
have to explain that to us repeat-
edly, no matter how uncomfortable 
or unprofitable that may be. 

When I first heard about the cli-
mate and ecological breakdown, 
I actually didn’t believe that this 
could be happening—because how 
could it be? how could we be fac-
ing an existential crisis that could 
threaten our very survival, yet it 
wasn’t our first priority? If there 

really was a crisis this big, then we 
would rarely talk about anything 
else. As soon as you turned on the 
TV, almost everything would be 
about that: headlines, radio, news-
papers. You would almost never 
hear or read about anything else. 

But it never was like that. The cli-
mate crisis was just treated like any 
other issue, or even less than that. 

That is not how you act in a crisis. 
And humans are social animals, we 
can’t get away from that fact. And 
as long as you, the leaders, act like 
everything is fine, then as people, 
we won’t understand that we are in 
an emergency.

We must admit that we do not 
have the situation under control. 
And we must admit that we are 
losing this battle. We must stop 
playing with words and numbers, 
because we no longer have time for 
that. And in the words of author 
Alex Steffen, winning slowly is the 
same thing as losing, when it comes 
to the climate crisis. 

For too long, the people in power 
have gotten away with basically not 
doing anything to stop the climate 
and ecological breakdown. They 
have gotten away with stealing our 
future and selling it for profit. But 
we young people are waking up, 
and we promise we will not let you 
get away with it anymore.”

Greta Thunberg is a 16-year-old 
Swedish activist, whose climate pro-
tests outside the Swedish parliament, 
beginning in August 2018, sparked the 
worldwide youth climate movement, 
including the Fridays for Future group.

The Key To Climate Progress We Don’t Talk About Enough
I still remember the moment when the urgency of 
environmental pollution became clear to me. My 
family had just moved to Bogota, Colombia from 
California, and while on a school field trip, our bus 
followed a river of pollution. At its source, factories 
and dumps all discharged into the flowing water. 
Once in the countryside, it became a river of foam. 
I watched with horror as kids my own age played in 
the frothing waterway that I knew was dangerously 
polluted. I wanted to scream at them to get out, but 
the bus drove on.

That experience planted the seeds of my career, 
touching off an urgency to act that still drives me. It 
also brought home a reality that remains true today: 
that environmental harms—like climate change—hurt 
people of color, women and girls, and the poor, first 
and worst.

Despite this, the environmental movement has been 
slow to recognize the importance of meaningful diver-
sity and the value of true inclusion of the voices and 
perspectives of those most impacted.

The assumption that people of color don’t care has 
persisted. The assumption is wrong. We care and we 
care a lot. Survey after survey shows that communities 
of color consistently demonstrate the highest level of 
support for fighting climate change and in support of 
clean energy policies.

We care because we see our children suffering from 
asthma triggered by the endless air pollution being 
pumped into our neighborhoods, worsened by climate 
change. We care because we know that when catastro-
phe strikes—as it did with hurricane harvey in Texas, 
hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico, and so many other 
mega-storms—help may never come. We care because 
we suffer the highest energy burden, and know nobody 
should have to choose between feeding their families 
or heating their homes. We care because so many of 
us are 1 or 2 degrees of separation away from a loved 
one who already has been directly impacted by climate 
change and has no safety net to fall back on. 

Despite this, people of color are still woefully under-
represented in the board rooms, management, and 
membership of the largest and most influential envi-
ronmental groups. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are 
not buzzwords. These are values that help us create the 
world we want for ourselves and our children. Incor-
porating these values into our fight against climate 
change and building them into our efforts to build a 
clean energy future will make us stronger and more 
effective.

Our planet is in crisis and we’re all being called to 
act—together. We have no time to waste.

Excerpted from a post dated May 21, 2019 at Energy 
Foundation (EF.ORG) by Adrianna Quintero.

GRANdmoTheRSCoUNCiL.oRG “We, International Council of Thirteen Grandmothers, believe that 
our ancestral ways of prayer, peacemaking and healing are vitally needed today. We come together to nurture, 
educate and train our children.” lIFT The eARTh Retreat to be held at Menla, September 19-23, 2019.
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