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 WILLIAM MCKIBBEN hereby declares the following: 

 

1. I make and offer this declaration in support of the defendants in State of Minnesota vs. 

Daniel Taner Yildirim, Brenna Cussen Anglada, Michele Anne Naar, and Allyson Elyse 

Polman, Case Nos: 31-CR-19-393, 31-CR-19-394, 31-CR-395, 31-CR-19-396. 

2. I am currently the Schumann Distinguished Scholar in Environmental Studies at 

Middlebury College in Middlebury Vermont. I have conducted extensive research on the 

scientific and public policy issues related to climate change. My work includes the first 

book for a general audience on the subject (The End of Nature (1989), which was 

published in 24 languages) and many subsequent volumes. My reporting and essays on 

climate change have been published in many journals, including The New Yorker, 

Natural History, National Geographic, The New York Review of Books, The New York 

Times, The Atlantic, Harpers, and a wide variety of international publications. 



3. I have been engaged in working on the issue of climate change for thirty years. During 

that time, I have personally: written books; testified before Congress in 2009; testified 

before state authorities; helped organize large-scale marches in 188 countries, including 

thousands in the U.S.; participated as a representative of the platform-writing committee 

of one of our two major parties; given thousands of speeches; and otherwise engaged in 

the democratic process. I also co-founded 350.org, the first international grassroots 

climate organization. 

4. My opinions are based on my education and work as an academic, writer, and activist. 

5. If so permitted, I intend to offer the following opinions at trial: 

6. Activities such as those outlined in Paragraph 2 have been successful in that a large 

majority of the American population now favors strong action on climate change. 

7. However, these activities have not succeeded in enacting meaningful legislative change.  

This is primarily because of the unyielding political power of the fossil fuel industry, 

which is the richest industry on our planet. As shown through investigative reporting in a 

variety of respected publications, wealth has been used to spread disinformation about 

established climate science and to fund political candidates willing to do the same. For 

example, Exxon Mobil, which has enormous Canadian tar sands holdings,  knew and 

understood as early as the late 1970s the risks involved in climate change. And yet, while 

operating internally as if climate change was real, these investigations found that the 

corporation worked to spread doubt about the science in the political sphere.   

8. As a result, it is now clear by any measure that the planet is entering a period of 

unprecedented climatic change, at least in the lifetime of our species.  

9. A wide range of effects is being felt sooner, and on a larger scale, than scientists had 



predicted. 

10. Each ton of carbon burned presents a danger to humanity due to climate change. 

11. Civil disobedience can be effective in promoting action on climate change. 

12. For example, I authored the call for peaceful civil disobedience outside the White House 

in August of 2011, which led to what journalists called one of the largest peaceful sit-ins 

and arrests in recent American history. This act of civil disobedience worked to not only 

make the Keystone pipeline a national issue, but also to help inaugurate a number of 

other such peaceful protest actions, which have resulted in the delay or discontinuation of 

plans for new fossil fuel infrastructure. 

13. My research shows that a wide variety of authorities—scientific, theological, 

philosophical and otherwise—have also concluded that such actions are necessary, 

appropriate, and useful. Given the time available and the recalcitrance of our political 

institutions, peaceful civil disobedience may be required to draw attention to these harms. 

As one leading figure in the climate movement, the Rev. Lennox Yearwood, put it, 

pipelines such as these represent “a lunch-counter moment for the 21st century,” a 

reference to the lunch counter sit-ins that began in the early 1960s in southern states and 

helped bring attention to and ultimately undermine the segregation laws that blotted our 

nation’s history.  

 

 

Under Minn. Stat. § 358.116, I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in 

this document is true and correct.  

 

 

March 19, 2019     /s/_Bill McKibben______________ 

       Bill McKibben    
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