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STATE OF MINNESOTA                                                             DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF ITASCA                                                                  NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, 

    

Plaintiff,   Case FILE NOS.  31-CR-19-393 

            31-CR-19-394 

            31-CR-19-395 

            31-CR-19-396 

vs. 

v.  DECLARATION OF PETER REICH 

 

DANIEL TANER YILDIRIM, 

BRENNA CUSSEN ANGLADA, 

MICHELE ANNE NAAR, and 

ALLYSON ELYSE POLMAN, 

 

   Defendants. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I, PETER B. REICH, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I make and offer this declaration in support of the defendants in State of Minnesota 

vs. Daniel Taner Yildirim, Brenna Cussen Anglada, Michele Anne Naar, and Allyson Elyse 

Polman, Case Nos: 31-CR-19-393, 31-CR-19-394, 31-CR-395, 31-CR-19-396. 

2. I attended undergraduate school at Goddard College in Plainfield, Vermont, where 

I earned a B.A. degree in creative writing and physics.  

3. I earned a M.S. in forest ecology from the School of Forestry, Fisheries, and 

Wildlife of the University of Missouri in Colombia, Missouri. 

4. I earned a Ph.D. in environmental biology and plant ecology from Cornell 

University in Ithaca, New York. 

5. I have held numerous academic postings. Since 1991, I have been the Professor 

F.B. Hubachek, Sr. Chair in Forest Ecology at the University of Minnesota. Since 2003, I have 

been the Distinguished McKnight University Professor at the University of Minnesota. I am also 
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a Regents Professor and a Resident Fellow at the University of Minnesota Institute on the 

Environment. 

6. I have taught university courses and advised graduate students on topics including: 

climate change, forest ecology, plant responses to air pollution, landscape ecology, ecophysiology 

of managed and natural systems, and science and policy of global environmental change. 

7. I have published approximately 590 journal articles and 32 book chapters and 

other publications.  

8. I have studied global warming and climate change in Minnesota for 30 years. 

9. My research shows that climate change has and will impact Minnesota in a wide 

variety of ways, including slowing down of tree growth, increasing tree mortality, reducing 

seedling regeneration, accelerating the pace of invasion by noxious non-native plants, and causing 

greater droughts that are harmful to trees and increase the risk of wildfire.   

10. The research of the wider scientific community shows that climate change has and 

will lead to increased frequency of floods, droughts, and other extreme weather events; increased 

wildfire risk; increased invasive species and pests; unusually high temperatures; unusual weather 

patterns; disruption to agriculture and forestry; impacts on outdoor recreation; cost to public 

agencies; higher costs to the public; negative consequences for human health (including increased 

heat stress and air pollution damage) and others.  

11. Investing in and encouraging the extraction and processing of Canadian tar sands 

oil spurs greater use of fossil fuels instead of the environmentally and economically sounder 

renewable alternatives (such as wind, hydropower, solar energy, and sustainable biofuel 

production), and thus contributes to climate change and its impacts. If the flow of Canadian tar 

sands oil in to the United States stopped, as by the defendants’ action, and investment was shifted 
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towards renewable alternatives, the threat of climate change impacts would be significantly 

decreased and thus the harm to people and property would be decreased. 

12. The defendants in State of Minnesota vs. Daniel Taner Yildirim, Brenna Cussen 

Anglada, Michele Anne Naar, and Allyson Elyse Polman, Case Nos: 31-CR-19-393, 31-CR-19-

394, 31-CR-395, 31-CR-19-396, by their actions, aimed to combat the harms of climate change. 

Development and use of tar sands oil contributes to climate change. My expertise speaks to the 

fact that climate change will cause significant and imminent harm in Minnesota. 

13. Attached as Exhibit 1 is my C.V. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is true and 

correct.   

 

Executed this 20th day of March, 2019, in Marine on St. Croix, Minnesota. 

 

 

        
 

PETER B. REICH 

 

 


	DANIEL TANER YILDIRIM,

