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STATE OF MINNESOTA                                                             DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF ITASCA                                                                  NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, 

    

Plaintiff,   Case FILE NOS.  31-CR-19-393 

            31-CR-19-394 

            31-CR-19-395 

            31-CR-19-396 

vs. 

v. DECLARATION OF MARK SEELEY 

 

DANIEL TANER YILDIRIM, 

BRENNA CUSSEN ANGLADA, 

MICHELE ANNE NAAR, and 

ALLYSON ELYSE POLMAN, 

 

   Defendants. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I, MARK SEELEY, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I make and offer this declaration in support of the defendants in State of Minnesota 

vs. Daniel Taner Yildirim, Brenna Cussen Anglada, Michele Anne Naar, and Allyson Elyse 

Polman, Case Nos: 31-CR-19-393, 31-CR-19-394, 31-CR-395, 31-CR-19-396. 

2. I attended undergraduate school at the University of California, Berkeley, where I 

received a B.A. in pre-law studies.  

3. I earned a M.S. in meteorology from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, 

Illinois. 

4. I earned a Ph.D. in climatology from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. 

5. I have been a Graduate Faculty Member of the University of Minnesota’s Soil, 

Water, and Climate Department since 1979. I have been a member of the Water Resources 

Graduate Faculty at the University of Minnesota since 1994.  
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6. In 2002 I was the NOAA Partnership Fellow at the Climate Prediction Center in 

Washington, D.C. 

7. As the University of Minnesota Extension Meteorologist and Climatologist, I was 

responsible for education and outreach programs on weather and climate through University of 

Minnesota Extension. I contributed to enhanced knowledge of weather and climate variations and 

predictions for applications to agricultural and natural resource management, health care, 

transportation, energy use, construction trades, and overall risk assessment. I collaborated with 

numerous state and federal agencies including the NOAA-National Weather Service, DNR, 

MPCA, MDA, EPA, USGS, Army Corps of Engineers, and NASA.  I have also represented the 

University of Minnesota on Minnesota Public Radio weekly broadcasts for 24 years where I have 

done “Morning Edition” commentary.  I write the weekly newsletter “Minnesota WeatherTalk” 

which is read online by over 5000 subscribers, contribute to the public radio blog “Updraft”, and 

do periodic commentary for the Twin Cities Public Television Program “Almanac.” 

8. Though the Extension program, I have taught workshops and short courses such as 

Crop Pest Management, Fertilizer Dealers, Forage and Grassland Council, Corn Growers, 

Soybean Growers, Grass Seed Institute, Canola Council, Wheat Growers, Irrigation Association, 

certified crop advisor training, pesticide applicator training, Midwest Natural Gas Suppliers 

Annual Conference, Road Design and Snow Control Conference, Tourism Conferences, the 

Annual Energy Design Conference for Builders and Architects, Shade Tree Short Course, outlook 

briefings for agricultural lenders and bankers, and various university field days hosted by the 

ROCs and other stations.   

9. I taught a variety of graduate level colloquia and two freshmen honors courses; 

and have frequently taught evening classes for the College of Continuing Education. I have 
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served on 51 graduate committees for M.S. students (eight as major advisor), and 41 graduate 

committees for Ph.D. students (five as major advisor). In addition, I teach regularly in the NASA 

sponsored Earth Science Teacher Institute hosted by the Science Museum of Minnesota and the 

Earth Science Museum Curator Workshop in the fall. I have taught atmospheric science to school 

science teachers for the past 21 years. From 1996-2002 I taught in the Minnesota Agricultural 

Student Trainee Program (MAST) for international students. 

10. I have published numerous articles on topics related to Minnesota’s weather and 

weather history and climate change. 

11. I have received numerous awards including the Minnesota Agri-Growth Council’s 

Distinguished Service Award (2017), the University of Minnesota’s President’s Award for 

Outstanding Service (2012), Minneapolis-St Paul Magazine’s Career Achievement Award, 

Minneapolis-St Paul Magazine (2007), Minnesota Department of Transportation Center for 

Transportation Studies Research Partnership Award (2003), and the University of Minnesota 

Extension Dean and Director’s Award to Distinguished Extension Faculty (2006). 

12. I have researched topics including climatological data and networks; regional 

climate trends and climate change; remote sensing technologies; landscape analyses of boundary 

layer processes; automated field measurement systems; meteorological probabilities and weather 

forecasting applications to precision agriculture; and temporal and spatial climatic probabilities 

for engineering design and risk management, the design and deployment of living snow fences, 

and most recently evaluation of transport models for the distribution of Asian Soybean Rust 

across the Midwest.   

13. Global weather has changed in measurable ways due to climate change, and will 

keep changing. 
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14. Minnesota’s weather has changed in measurable ways due to climate change, and 

will keep changing.  

15. Climate change is happening more quickly in Northern Minnesota than in other 

parts of the state. 

16. Already observable changes include: heatwaves; higher winter temperatures; 

worse and more frequent rainfall events and flooding; higher risk of fires; earlier ice melt on 

Minnesota lakes; extended mold and allergy seasons; changed animal behavior and migration 

patterns; decreased water quality in lakes, streams, and rivers due to heavy storms, runoff, and 

high temperatures; and increased wear and tear on roads due to fluctuating freeze/thaw cycles. 

Changes include increased risk of floods, drought, and extreme weather events; unusual weather 

patterns; higher temperatures; and changed animal behavior. 

17. The defendants in State of Minnesota vs. Daniel Taner Yildirim, Brenna Cussen 

Anglada, Michele Anne Naar, and Allyson Elyse Polman, Case Nos: 31-CR-19-393, 31-CR-19-

394, 31-CR-395, 31-CR-19-396, by their actions, aimed to combat the harms of climate change. 

My expertise speaks to the fact that climate change is a significant and ongoing harm in 

Minnesota, and is already creating problems for Minnesotans. 

18. Attached as Exhibit 1 is my C.V. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is true and 

correct.   

 

Executed this October 20th day of March, 2019, in  St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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      Mark Seeley 

      Mark Seeley      

  

 

 

 


	DANIEL TANER YILDIRIM,

